LOOKOUT DRIVE
COUNTY HIGHWAY 13 CORRIDOR STUDY
The first public input opportunity for the Lookout Drive/CSAH 13 Corridor Study was held virtually on the MAPO
project website from October 11th – 31st, 2021. On the website, people could complete a survey, leave
location-specific comments on the map, and submit written comments. In addition to the virtual open house, a
pop-up was held on October 11 at the North Mankato Farmers Market and three focus groups were held across
late October. Here is a summary of what we heard.
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• Significant traffic noise
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add median with green space
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FOCUS GROUP COMMENTS
The following is a summary of the main points to come out of the three focus groups:
• Safety was a main point of emphasis. There should be added protection for bicyclists/pedestrians heading up and
down the hill, due to high speeds.
• Participants would also like to see the improvement of the multimodal facilities, including crosswalks, sidewalks, and
bike lanes. Multiple people brought up E-bikes as an increasingly popular form of transportation on Lookout Drive and
felt bike facilities should be improved and provide connection to Mankato.
• Some participants are generally happy with Lookout Drive and question how much money should be invested on the
corridor.

OPEN HOUSE WRITTEN COMMENTS
Here is a summary of the eleven comments submitted during the virtual open house:
• Safety was the main concern, with comments mentioning safety of bikes and pedestrians as a top priority. Increased
safety for pedestrians near the school is also mentioned.
• Multiple comments wanted the speed limit lowered.
• Multiple comments mentioned noise pollution, including jake braking by trucks all throughout the day.
• Comment to make no changes to Lookout Drive.

ONLINE SURVEY SUMMARY
There were 16 responses to the online survey. Below is a summary of these responses:
• The age of those who responded to the survey was varied, but over half of them were over the age of 45. The most
common age group was 55-64. About two-thirds of respondents were female, and 86 percent were white, with the
rest preferring to not answer. Half of the respondents live along the corridor, and about 70 percent of them commute
or travel along it.
• All those surveyed use their personal vehicles along Lookout Drive, with about half using the corridor to bike and
walk. The segment south of US 14 was the segment used most frequently, with only one person saying they used the
US 14 interchange most frequently.
• North of US 14, most people were somewhat satisfied with the features of Lookout Drive. A common theme for what
to change is to make it safer for children going to school, both for crossing the street (adding a pedestrian flasher and
improving crosswalks) and biking to school (widening bike path and shoulder).
• South of US 14, most people were very dissatisfied with the current features of Lookout Drive. At least 60 percent
of those surveyed were very dissatisfied with vehicle/freight operations and speed, bike/ped facilities, and bike/ped
safety. Half of the votes on vehicle safety were in the Very Dissatisfied category. The most common theme for what
to change was semi-trucks, as 7 of 12 written comments mention this. People felt that they go up and down the hill
too fast, use the corridor as a shortcut and cause noise pollution.

ONLINE SURVEY SUMMARY
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NORTH OF US 14:
A common theme was to make it safer for children going to school, both for crossing the street and biking to school.
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SOUTH OF US 14:
A common theme was speeding, both by drivers of passenger vehicles and freight trucks and the impact it has on
perceived bicycle and pedestrian safety. Comments also requested limited truck access to the corridor or enforce
speed limits and jake braking noise.
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